
NEW DOG

Make sure you are ready in the
home with water bowls, food
bowls, a safe area/crate with
blanket over, beds, toys etc

Give them space. Give your new
dog a few days to settle and
become more confident with their
new surroundings and to get to
know their new family. Don’t force
them to spend time with you if they
are retreating into their own comfy
space. Some dogs can take time to
feel secure.

Try to continue with the same diet
being fed before for a week before
gradually changing. If you are
unsure as to the diet given before
it would be a good idea to feed a
veterinary digestive diet (easy to
digest) to avoid any tummy upsets
before gradually swapping to the
diet you want long term.

FIRST WEEK 

If your new dog is feeling more confident,
spend the first week bonding. Short play
times with toys, short lead exercise walks and
chilling and stroking them in the quiet times.

Have a plan of where they are going to sleep.
A safe quiet area or crate or bed next to your
bed. It all depends on your personal
preference. There may be some crying or
whining when left alone overnight until they
become more settled.

Try not to have any visitors for the first few
days until they are more settled and
confident.

Use of pheromones or calming supplements to
help your new dog settle.
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HOW TO SETTLE YOUR NEW
DOG INTO THE HOME  

BRINGING YOUR DOG HOME 

INTRODUCING TO OTHER PETS 

Keep any introductions calm and quiet.

Make any introductions to other dogs in the
household on neutral territory. Instead of going
straight into the house take all the dogs for a
walk with each other so they can get used to
each other on neutral ground. You can then
walk them all back inside the home.

Be aware of any protection of toys and food. If
possible give the dogs separate time alone in
the beginning for space and also to have toys
or food alone for short periods gradually
introducing the dogs together when more
settled and they have got to know each other.
If possible feed separately or with plenty of
space between them to avoid conflict.

Give all dogs plenty of individual attention.



NEW DOG

Fiona@buddycare.co.uk
www.buddycare.co.uk

DIET 

Stick to a set routine for mealtimes and
the consistency with the food you are
giving to encourage the new dog to eat
and make it easier to settle into the new
routine. Try to avoid lots of treats in the
first week whilst they get into the
routine of their mealtimes.

Introducing to cats. This needs to be done
very gradually until you can see how both
the cat and the new dog are responding to
each other.

Keep the new dog on a lead for the first
introductions and allow the cat to have the
ability to retreat to another room if they
need to. Try to keep a little separate in the
beginning.

If possible to allow access for the cat to
retreat to another part of the home the
dog does not have access to. Give lots of
positive praise when both are calm and
behaving well together.

INTRODUCING TO OTHER PETS
(CONT)

Try to keep to the same diet as the new
dog had previously for at least a week
whilst they settle

If the previous diet is unknown it would be
good to give a veterinary digestive diet for
at least a week before gradually swapping
over to the long term food of your choice

A high quality complete diet is
recommended.

FLEA AND WORMING 

Check the current flea and worming
status of your new dog. If no treatments
are known it would be advisable to get
up to date with this.

VACCINATIONS AND
MICROCHIP 

Check if up to date vaccinations have
been done. If there is no vaccination
book or passport or written evidence it
would be advisable to get up to date
with vaccinations with your local vet.

Please check to make sure the microchip
is registered in your name. Sometimes
the consent of the previous owner is
required to do this. Your local vet can
check the microchip details and let you
know which company it is registered to.
If the dog has come from outside the UK
you can usually just register the
microchip in the UK.


